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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO ALL MEDIA OUTLETS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:   
COL MARK DICKERSON, USAF, (RET) 
661-406-8697 (C) 
PRESIDENT, HUBERT L. “HOOKS” JONES CHAPTER 
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, INC. 
 

DATE:  NOVEMBER 23, 2020 

THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS HAS LOST A LOCAL ICON, AND THE NATION ANOTHER HERO. 

FRANKLIN JAMES MACON PASSED AWAY LAST NIGHT AT HIS HOME IN THE SPRINGS. HE WAS 97. THE 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, OFTEN KNOWN AS THE “REDTAILS” BASED ON THE BRIGHT RED TAIL FLASH ON THE 

P-51 MUSTANGS THAT THEY FLEW DURING WWII, ARE A NATIONAL TREASURE. OF THE OVER 14,000 

WHO WERE PART OF THE TUSKEGEE EXPERIENCE, LESS THAN 50 ARE BELIEVED TO REMAIN WITH US. 

THEIR DETERMINATION TO PERFORM WITH DISTINCTION DESPITE CHALLENGES BOTH AT HOME AND 

ABROAD MADE THEM TRUE NATIONAL HEROES. ONE OF ONLY TWO REMAINING DOCUMENTED 

ORIGINAL TUSKEGEE AIRMEN HERE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO, MR. FRANKLIN “FRANK” MACON WAS 

PROUD TO BE COUNTED AMONG THEM. 

MR. MACON WAS A COLORADO SPRINGS NATIVE WHO FIRST LEARNED TO FLY AT PINE VALLEY AIRPORT, 

JUST NORTH OF TOWN. PINE VALLEY IS NOW THE U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY’S GEN BENJAMIN O. DAVIS 

AIRFIELD, AND IS STILL IN OPERATION TODAY TRAINING FUTURE AIR FORCE OFFICERS. FRANK ENLISTED 

IN THE U.S. ARMY AIR CORPS IN 1943, AND BEGAN HIS MILITARY FLIGHT TRAINING IN 1944 AS PART OF 

TUSKEGEE’S CLASS 45A, WHERE HE FLEW VARIOUS AIRCRAFT, TO INCLUDE THE BI-WING STEARMAN, 

THE PIPER CUB, AND THE PT-6 TEXAN. 

IN RECENT YEARS, HE HAS DONATED NUMEROUS ITEMS TO LOCAL MUSEUMS FOR PRESERVATION, 

INCLUDING HIS STINSON V-77, WHICH ITSELF ALSO SERVED DURING THE WAR WITH THE ROYAL 

CANADIAN AIR FORCE. HE ALSO ESTABLISHED A TRUST FUND TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS TO YOUNG 

PEOPLE WHO WANT TO LEARN A TRADE. 

FRANK MACON WILL BE SORELY MISSED. 
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